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APPEARANCE OF THE CITY LAST NiGnT.

o e e —

HOCENKES ABOUT TOWN,.

Sketehh of the Day Simce the
Birth of Christ.

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT,
&e.,

=
=
~
—~
b
-

SUNDAY MORNING,

e Liliputssns but for the roah of vialworth Gormans, of
botl senon, who gavo hun itk Wme for medialion.

The erowd of buyers was indesd greal, and the sonnid
of borns mcessanl. The commercial prosperity of the

bour extended 10 the apple women Al \ho 0Oroors. some
bad extended Weir purchases W sandry Lrinkeb,
of suoh a chowe oppurtanity 1o dinpose of
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trances 1o many of the saloons ware decked on elther slde
wih fir treee, and over the doorways wreaths ﬂtl
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of the clergy. The fullowing was the programme of exer-
cises . —Evening prayer, reai by the Rov. & H. Weston;
first lesson—Isalah, I X—was read by Rev. F. W. Smi h;
socond lesson—1et Juhn IV.—was read by Rev. W. Far

. The Cantale Doviind and the Benolic Anima Mo,
by Boyce, were well rendercd by the choir, accompaied
gam!hntmuhw the

While shopherds watch'd their flocks by might
All seated on Wd, 2 ¥

The angel of the came down,
And glory shower aroand.

“Fear not,”’ sald he, for dread
m':kdmhwm,ul;

«glad tidings of &I,I;rlu

To you and
the Rev. Dr. Vixtoxn azcended the pul-

Afer the singin
pit and delivered the following brief address. He sald:—

‘What means this concourse of humanity ¥ What mesns
this mnh&eﬂ the 5::11 of s fock* It
because Bon of l.utgldofl-;n
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sing his , Rlory
Prightest of his Futher’s glory, the everlasting Father and
relative of ns. Hli‘h the Prince upl;;;om'.;k :dthc Prtno.:

of Pence o quell men's pass and subdoe man
‘“{e and ‘hrl%g all into con!urmﬁy to Hiz Father's
He came on earth to cpahlo us to emulate
Him, and sabdag our will!llnri bring peace about us;

peace around us, penco bot ug, and r i
tion with God. The Prince of Peace ks His glorions namo
t0-day; and when t-morrow mornlng we soc the Christ.
mag Bon arige in his brightoess, lot cash of ug remember,
if we have aught againgt our brother, that the Prince of
Meinbom;mbﬁhrogewpmths mitar of the
J rocontiled to his trnt_!_wr.

L] a 5
your t«élwrn, have pre-

OrnAmen an ghted a beautiful Ch tree,
which & to be directly unfolded to your oyes,
and from beneath which you are each to receive

& gt to commemorate the event aboul to dawn upon
uA In this sanctuary, where hus foet have made it glorious.
Little children, remembar why you enjoy this festival, It
8 bacause born; and, chiklren, he it was that
sanctifi lory of his appearing on parth;
and we, your genjors, in the maturity of our daye, are
children once again, to join with your volces and sing

to Him as our Redoemer, Let us, then, with the
£pirit, alog praiges to our Lord Jesus Christ.

After the address unother Christmas song, entitled the

“Children of the Temple,” composed and set to music hy
Mr. Cutlor, tho organisi, waa sung by the children and
o0 . The glyane was rendered very effoctively,
and the symphonies m and chime bells were
superd. piece com —
Choir—Hoédhna to King David's Son,

[ ledl from the b = |

om
In Christmns songs we hail birth,
‘Who brought salvation to the earth,
Cherug—Hosanna to King David’s Sou!
{Organ.]
Hosanne to King David's Son!
Hosanna in the !
[Chimes.]

Toe b was i by the Rev. Dr.
Berrian. After this the door leading to the porch at the
exireme end of the church from pulpit was thrown

yand then was seen a maguificent tree
bied with bundreds of variegated colored lanterns, and
from its branches were ded bon bons oot ¥s
&o. Mumudummuwmemmlhg:
table, loaded with all kinde of toya for presentation to
children of the echool. The congregation remained in
their places while the clergymen, two and iwo, marched
the main aiale, headed by the saxton, with his mace
wom:e. 'nmymod around the tree, and Lhence back
to tha chanoel, chlidron were then called by clasges,
and marched aronnd ths tree, each recciving as they
passed & present sufled to the age. The church waa
erowded to overflowing with fashiooably dressed :::rlo.
who appeared 1o ‘esl much interest in the ces
.'I'n.dum distribution of the gifta to the Sabbath schiool
children.

CHRISTMAB EVE IN THE BOWERY.

GREAT CROWD IN THE STREET—UNUSUAL DISPLAY OF

DECORATIONS AND TRINKETS—SLIM ATTENDANCE

AT PLACES OF AMUSEMENT—A MAN WHO BWAL-

LOWE A SWORD AKD ANOTIIMR WHO LIVES ON PAV-

ING STONES, LAGER BIER, BPIRITUOUS AND MALT

LIQUORA, KTC.

Therc is always a crowd of shoppers and pleasuro seek-
ers in the Bowery on Saturday evening, but last night

| wonderful collection of

crowd of

with arms Joaded with ocostly presenis for young
UFith Avenue,” while mt window uhu!ﬂ -
Eorm gndpg at tho beautiful presents f
ut whose pockets would not admit of such ox-
trav, 3 Lalf bie sigh heo turas

#troed, or mrl mb:-:-
m-f ,m-*mm—.«mwm:
Christmas.”

ehmrudtu Diast of hores, @ o be flly’
“Here, he amserted, “‘here i the greatest and most

remarkable curiosities the

:

world has i curtositics which every man, |
woman and will foel themsolves well pald to see.
Hero we bave, geotlemon and ladies, the man who swal
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station booss to mhm.wm |

were found ready on the same block o arreat a ysang
Teulon who U Faderiand” in & rathor lull;l- |
than was desir

There wos very Hitle drinkiog and scarcely any drunk-
enncss  ‘The ordioar Ealooms, o pecially

the early hours of o evening, were almost demerted,
although they received more patronage after ihe tisatres
cloged. One drunken man created sonie excitoment, and

was picked up h‘nl policenan, which sttracted a large
boye. \ a= & rule, people attended gulatly to
the great business of the evening, e purchase of toye.

BROADWAY ON CHRISTM \S EVE,

Brilliant as Broadway usually i, it shove out looa most
resplendent manner last night.

Thoes unaccustomed to the sight woull kavs boen dae
gled with the display of Ufe sad beauty which througed
our popular and principal thoroughfare on last evening.

Perpons had attended to the wants of the lneer man
during the day, and gave their tme and the most princi
pal thing, their money, in the evening, to the purchase of
a large amount of toye and good things in general for the
young folks at home,

No one would have thought that we had just passed
over a most gevere fnancial crisls wers they to have wit-
nepsed the manner money was befug spent in Broadway
and the neighboring business streete during the lagy few
days.

Every body almost hud a bundie or & basket, which,
from their gfze and the manuer in which they were car-
ried, told of good things within, and ke or she that had
no purcel looked as i

They cared for nobod
And 'mobedy cared for them. ’

Or ag If they had fallen from the clouds st a most luop-
poriune moment.

The stores shone out in & most brilliant manger.
general thing these of a heavy characier were empty, or
else closed up, very properly giving way to Lhe fancy
goods, jewelry, toy and stores, which ap-
rwe » Without an exception, to be dolng a guod holiday

usinees.

Amengst the passing crowd might be ssen an old man
mm%w;ﬁammnuu-.wmuh
side ran a little child, all hfe and sctivity, ovidently hia

andchild, viewing with wistrul eyes the myslerious

undle, and no doubt wishing it enlarged from
slore windows

Asa

mun!mmm azd i nnﬁ:y'h
WaY. re ina W are
mvm::f:’mmm wl::'m will, no doubt, be
more in their expenditure now than in ten yoars
from ibis. A young man enters a fashionable jewelry
#lgre B over the collection placed be-
fore bim. Heo 8 nov sure what will suit, and he tell the

otlemanly clerk that **it is not for
Erying thay

tha clerk s bound fo believe him;

in a Nttle while more that young

one. elge will be fookin m: "

before him were. WEat is this? 4 boggar, and

place, and 1

advantage of the

a Christmas Eve; do not disappoint her; er

ymﬂllwrmun,mumg:mmuudmh'

gome poor family happy for the
some carriage siops

il

Here and there
stocked establishment, and deposits its freight, who
ier,and in & fow moments the

g
H

the street was led, while the attend

at the places of amnsement was perhaps uousually
E#mall, The traders in images wore more successful than
Wie playors; the rising generation abairbed the atention
of tho old and wise, The shopkeepers generally yielled
1o the custom of the oceasien, and decorated thelr places
with overgreans. Fvem the butchers peglocted not this
fagnicnable style of atirastimg customers, and the clean
corpres of defanct hege, guarters of beof and mation,
heaps of sausages, ef hes gmmus omne, wore men through
Christmas trees with goldem fruit in their branches.

The shop windows were dreaned in the gayest things
imoginable, and the sidowalks wers crowded with
stanie, on which were sol forth glittering apoons and
outlery, images of men, women, childron, brutes, all
things (hat bave life in the alr above and
the water Dbebesth and  things inanimate, Tho
Hebrews, without fronts to their shops, were in thelr
glory. The gas was all on, and the goods all dlsposed 1o
ehow al the very best advaniage.

There wag, in fwet, from one end of the Bowery to the
ether, an almost unbroken chain of decorations, and a
dieplay of articlos bath vseful and orbamental, such, wo
Beliove, an the Bowery bas not soen for yoars—perhaps
naver before on a gimilar occasion, The toy shops wers
wearcoly outdone by the furniture dealers, who put out

of this world distri s
Were we 40 jodge from the rush sl the box offices, the
h did a buincss, olber places of leas

note were not desoried,

At about ten o'clock the crowd began 1o subside,
wo lefl with the impression that the excitement of Hrosd-
way on & Christmns Eve wan over.

CHRISTMAS EVE IN WILLIAM BTREET.

Ohristmas time with the German I8 o season of enjoy-
meot. 11 recurrence brings back to his mind the
thoughts, the ph , the lati and all the de-
lightful reminiseences of Faderland To the saloon, e
eardingly, at such & time, he repairs, to Indulge in his
favorito and exhilarating bevorage and d with his
friends tho recollections of old daye.

The Inger bler and conecort saloons in William strect last
night were thronged, and their owners for the tUme reaped
a rich peouninry barvest. The saloons were generally
decked for the occasion in evergreon, ivy, fir, and laurel,
The windows were fostooned with red and
white, and the columns and posts (o the apart-
ments were neatly entwined with fir and  laurel.
The archways between ihe saloons and the billiard

rooms inthe rear were also ornamented with groens.
Gambrinus, the mythical and legendary King of Lager,
was pr o all biw Jar dawalop , waich
developement is of course ascribod 4o tho magloal offscts
of the lager which two pag-s are drawing from & barrel
at his side, With due roverence to his Mejesty, his pla-
tures were enshrined o lsurel and evorgreen, The en- |
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| ye more than

Were we ol aware that the was too cold for an no-
lic vislt, we would bave that Gabriel was &t
and. The noiee without, , disturbed not thos)

withiw, and the mirth continued until the * wee emall

hoars ayant the twal,”

SBOMETHING FOR THE EENBATION BER-
MONIZERS.

of Olives, more than eighteen hundred years ago, al

though “familiar in the mouth as household words,”
seems to be peculiarly .h&hblrhx.
when all Christendom unites to celeb the advent of
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or
1 unto you, Till heaven oarth , one jot
nrmnmlhl.lltnnn\'he mmnﬂumh
Tultled. Whosoover th, shall break one
huummudmu.mmntueuh muh;‘;' hes
shall do and teach them, e samo ehall be called
the kingdom of beaven, For 1 unto you,
gnrllr righteousness shall exceed the righteousness
bes and ; ¥o eball in po case enter
ih"nnun(hn\vln.
© bave heard that # was sald by them of old
M-hu.luuhll-.mwhmon«aza
dapger of the ment. Butl
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wreat King. Nl!lﬂu’l'

Uon be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay; for whatsoevor i3 more than
these comeh of evil
Ve lawe Beard thal it bath been pald, An eye for an eye,

| apa & touth for a tooth. But [ eay unto you, That yere.

skt wot oy il but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right
cheek, turp to bim the ctber also, And if any mmn will
kue thes at tbe law, and wake away thy coat, el him have
thy cloak alko  And whosoever shall compel thee 1o go &
wmile, go with bim twaln. asketh thes,

, and fiom him that would borrow of thee turn not thou

Away,

Yo bave heard that it hath beon sald, Toou sbalt Jove
thy nelghbor, and bats thine enemy. ot 1 BAY Uuto yeu,
Love your snemies, bless them that carse you, 4o good w
them that bats you, and pray for them which degpieiully
uke you, andl persecute j0u; that yo may bethe children
of your Father which is in hoaven: for be maketa his sun
10 rife on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on
tbe just and on the unjust. For if ye love tbem which
love you, what rewnrd bave yef do not even the publicans
tho same? And if yo salute your brethren only , what do
uthers? do not even tbe pubiicans so? Bo
gll.hmehu perfect, even as your Father which |s in

ven is perfect,

Take heed that yo do not your alme befurs men, 0 be
#een of them: otherwise Yo have no reward of your
Father which is in beaven. Therefore iwhen thou doest
thine alme, 40 pot sound & trumpet boefore thee, ns the
hLiypocrites do in the synagogues and i the stroews, that
they may bave glory of men. Vorily I say unto yoa
Theéy bave their roward. But when thou doest alms, ot
not by left hand koow what thy right band docth: that
it wlms may be in secret: aud thy Fatber which seoth
in pecret himself sball reward thos :

And when IINM “t.hthm
crites are: for
mu?'md hl{l_ouﬂllmo(m 'y
teen of men.  Ver say unlo you, They have their ro.
ward. But t.bcu.wqicnl.lwu est, entor into thy closet,
and when thon bast shut thy hwn;rlolh’hm

-

| which i in secret, and thy Father which seeth in secret
shall reward thee o . Bul wben yo pray,use nol
vain an the do: for they lh‘nt that
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the ghq; forever. N
trespaeses, your heavenly Father will
but if ye forgive not men their
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may men
The ﬁe:'lh!ﬂ reward,
snoint (hine bead, and h& face; that
pot unto men (o fast, but unte thy whhhhmlr
crot: and thy Futher which seeth
thee openly .,

lay not up for yourselves troasures 4
moin and rust doth and
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sure ¥e mete, it shall be mearired 13 zm aguin, And
why beholdest thou the mote that s Ia thy beother's eye,
| but considerest not the heam toat 4 i thme own aye? Or

how wiil thon ray o thy brother, |
mote «ut of thive eye; and, behold, & beam 6 !n thine
own eye? Thoo bypocriie, Brst =sst mut the Seass out of
thive own eye; and then shialt thou see cloarly 10 cant ocul
the mote out of thy brother's ey

Give ncl that wiuch is boly wato 1k doge, poiber cast
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“0ld"” Christmas and Old Style—Heathon
Origin of Christmas—How the Festival
was Formerly Kept in Germany and
England=Christ Not Born on Christmas
Day-—0pposition of the Puritans of Eng-
Isnd and Covenanters of Scotland to the
Festival=How it ls Observed Now In
Rome—The Greatest Festival Still im
England=Great Munmificence of the
Wealthy at Cbristmas—A Change im
the Present Day—The Burning of the
¥ule Log=It Originated in the Fires of
the Drulds—The Carrols, the Chimes and
Other Ceremonies, &e.

On this day, the first of the Yuletide bolidaye, or twelve
days of Christmas, it may ot be uninleresting to the
reader to trace the origin of the festival, which reaches
back far beyond the Christian ern into the remote
antiquity of druidism, the saturpalis and bacchanalia,
in which it is lost; and also to give some account of the
singular ceremonies with which Yuletide was observed
by our Christian uncestors, and ia still observed in what
was once “‘merrie England.”” Most nations seem to have
selected the end of the old year and the beginning of the

PRICE TWO CENTS.

hese encoues of bolidays made oue of thetr own, which

was wilbout any precedent, samely, ibe st of Angust,
which they obecrved with groat rejoiing, becauss |t was
the anniversary of twe death of Quean Anne, who was
thew prevented from signing the ' Behiam Bill'' against
dwwenlers which had just passed the Parbament, 1o wan
hat day to go into effoct.  There cab be no doubt that the
festival was much abusod by Heentiousness; but that was
8o reason why it abould be totally aboliabed, not except-
ing even ine religious obeervancss asd the good choer
peculiar to the tmw. They quarrelled pot only with the
dissipation, bul with their best frwnds, the mance plos and
phim puddings, and evem with the poor resemary and
bays. And whon we find John Milwa, the Puritan, the
republican, the ioonoclast, celebrale Christmas w.th ooe
of the most beautiful effosons of his muse, we may (orm
some eatitmato of the extravagant fanalicism of the rect o
wineh be balonged.

‘This bitternesn againet Chrivtmas and otber holidays
was lmperted by the Pligrims into New England ; but it
Was utnatural, and in tneso latter dayn i has caased to
exist. The festival s now obesrved W o very greataxtend
In the Eastern Siates, not omly by Cutholics and Fpinco-
palains, butby other sects. Tt is almost universally ob.
served o the Bo thern and Middis States, and i3 regarded
asthe most genial day of the year—tue Fourth of July
the only nniversal holiday. beld oo the same lay hroagh-
out the United Slates, being regarded more of & publie,
patriotic national duy out of doors, thau one of social and
domestic mirth within.,

In the anclent church Christmas was regardod as o re-
liglous jubiles, on which, at the midnight bour of the an-
niversary of Christ's birth, the very beasts wero mid o
kneel, a8 they did when the angels announced the nati-
vity in rapturous song—a superstition which prevails to
this day in England. The golden-meuthed (eloquent)
Chrysostom called it “‘the metropolis and mother of all
festivals.”” In Rome the ceremonios are nol what might
be expecled, there belng oaly the high mass and a pro.
cegsion, the same as at Easter. On Christmas eve, In the
day time, a mass i® said; but there are no coremonies
and no music. This vigll was formerly beld at night. It
began before miduight and lasted ¢l four o'clock in the

ing; but i soencs and iutrignes were
carried on even o the church itself, and the hours were
aliered. At the Santa Maria Maggiore a grand vigd is
still held at four o'clock in the morning, where the lmage
of the new born Christ, dressed in swnddling clothes, is
carried about for the devolion and delight of the people,
While in Rome Faster ia the groat fostival of the year, in
Fogland Clristmas has still the supremacy. The old
Northmen called it *‘Mother-day.'' It was a tims of great
Joy—the feast, the anthem, the suspension of the ordioary
avocations ot life, the crowded churches, the decoration
with boughs and evergreens—all proclaimed it

Now bngnht?ﬁm {nus',l o s s warwn

With lzarel green and verdant .

To these was added vy, which was sacred to Bacchus
and indicates tho heathen origin of the custom. The
mistletse of the oak was held in great veneration by the
Drulds, and was used in their religious worship, ns illas-
trated in the opera of *“ Norma.'' Not only the churches
of the Christians, in imitation of the Pagan tomples, but
ibeir entire houses and almost every objcct in them, wero

new as the principal time for religious festivals, and for
mational, social and domestic amusementa,

In his ** ¢ tary on the Prophecies of Daulcl,” Sir
Iraac Newton explains the philosophy of the Christian fes-
Uvals. He says:—

The heath

delighted with the

o part with those
of Neo.Ceserea, in Pontus, to
mn&mmw

of their

e

Tegory

facilitate their anévmn.

ihe paints and marlyrs; heoce e keeping

with ivy, feasting, plays and sports, cams in the room of

the b lin and lis; the celebrating of May

g'yu“o‘?ﬁevu’m%:q John the Baptist and divors of
va n vors

the ,In&l:mm,dlbunhmnmuthuom

trance of the sun luto the signs of the zodiac in the old

Julinn calendar.

In reference to the heathen origin of Christmas, Sir
Walter Scott thus sings:—

Even, beathen yet, tho savage Dane,
.u..l'ol mwore decp léla mead did aram.

And well our Christian sirea of old
Loved when the year its course had roll'd,

»

Gave honor to the holy right:

Om Christmas eve (e bolls were rung;
Un Christmas ove the mass was sung;
That only night in all the year

Saw the stolid priest the chalice rear,

Atp the groatest f of the Catholie Clinrch is
Easter. But thal wag not always so, und iu Great Brl-
tain and other Protestant countries Christmas still main-
tains its ascendancy, and 8 zealously obeerved both by
Catholics and Eplecopalians. The other gects do not pay it
much religlous respect, but they join In its fes-
tivity. In Bcotland it is but partially observed. But
in Germany its celebration surpasses the merriment even
in England. One of the grounds of objection to it was
that the day on which it la observed i3 not agocertained to
be the day on which Christ was born. 0o the contrary,
the presumption s agninst it, as we find in the of

d. Councils of the Catholic church issued d

which the children find in e morping. This, and the
custom of Santa Claus depositing presents in the chil-
dren’s stockinge, we have borrowed from them. In Ger-
many, Christmas Eve is given Lo goneral jollity, frolic and
fup, including masks. Many of the political iradilions
and legends of Gofmany—its ghosts snd its furies—are
associated with Christmas Eve,

In Fogland, among & people less imaginative than the
Teutons, Christmas was not without its swporatitions, It
Is 10 one of tbese Shakspare alludes when ho says the
cockk begingto erow &t miduight of Cristmas Eve, and
continues 10 crow all night long—during which no
planet strikes, no wpirit dares to stir abroad, no fairy
takes away chilidren, aud no witch has power o charm,

1t was the season of universal joy.

In oldem Wme the festival was celobrated in England
with greal profusion and prodigality. Whole forests of
trees docorated the mummuﬁww
m;mmmmmm;-mpm
were lald on the long table, and the knights and squires
st down to (be Christmas dinver, thus described ia

Marmion —
The fire, with well dried ml«l
Wont roar up!b?. b#‘“ 5 !
serubb'd Uil it shone, the w0
Bove then upce s masmrs vl
Nouu:wwuu; and .
old blue-costed man;
ﬁeﬁlﬂbﬂr’l frown'd on high,
The wassel rouad, la brown bowls,
Garoish'd w Ibnhlbu"l.
There the buge surloin reck’d ; hard by -
i i
0 Camc
41 p s Mo e
m [
Traces of mystery ;
While shirts the
And smutted the visors made,
whndmmm-r when
Christmas brought his sports again.

Even the lowly cottages of the poor had their good

things, sccording to the old rhyme :—
Christmas comes but once
And when it comes, nhrln;’;ro& cheer,

However they lived the rest of the year, they were not
without good clothes, and rosst beel, and plum pudding,
toast and ale, ut Christoas.

And those that hardly all the year

Had bread 1o eat or rags to wear,

‘Will have both clethes and dainty fare,
And ull the day be merry.

During the twelve days of Christmas * Lords of M-
rule” were elected as captains of mischief, who were
sometimes called *“ Masters of the Merry Disports.” They
had bands of followers, dressed like the fantastical target

against the custom; yet it was continued, and is to this
day, even, in the Episcopal churches of New York. Dr.
Chandler tells us in his ** Travels in Greece,”” that it is relat-
ed, where droidism prevalled the houees were decked with
evergreens in December, that the sylvan epirits might re-
pair to them, and remaln unnipped by frosts and
oold winds until a milder season had renewed the foliage
of their darling abodes. In Britain this was the most re-
spectable festival of the Druids, who called it Yuletide, s
npame by which Christmas bas cver since been known.
Ou this occasion the priests carried about the mistl

7 ®r New York, and these they led into all oris
of vomical proceedings, but for the most part without
harming snybedy. Merriment ruled the hour. Some
tinies there wak a mock gravity in the custom, and men
of high degree took part in the ceremomy, which was
also prevalent in the colleges. It was attendad with great
expense. Warton tells ue of one revel masier whom
cosl £3,000 out of his own purse.

But with somic Christmas lasted far longer than twelve
days. Inoneof the old chronicles we read thai in Not-
tinghamshire ‘¢ the good Bir William Hollis kept his house

which they cut from the trees with their bright brass
hatchels, calling it “‘all hanl.’* The custom long prevailed
among Christians in York Cathedral of carrying the nustle-
toe to the high altar, and proclaiming universal pardon
and freedom o all sorts of wicked persons at the gates of
the city.

The burning of the Yule log on Christmas Eve ig alsoa
rempant of Druldism. It consisted of the birch trec,
stripped of its bark,and dried for the occasion. Tho
largest that could be found was selected. The sizo of
them may be estimated from the fact that sometimes they
burned the houses. They were, in fact, whole trees, and
were oxpected @ burn from Christmas till Now Year's
Day. During the time the Christmas block lastad the ser-
vanis were entitled to ale. The Yule log in it firet use
wae only a part of the Mi fires, and was
kindled within doorg becnuse of the cold weather at the
winter eol , a8 those in the solstice are kindled
in the open alr. These fires were in honor of the sun,
and continue to the present time on the eve of Et. Joln
the Baptist (June 24). The other festival of 88 John the
Evangelist (Dec. 27) I8 in the Chrietmas bolidays, er at
Yule-tide, when the log was burned on the hearth. Both
in Ireland and in the county of Cornwall, in England,
where there i8 a kindrod race of Celta, the people at the
midgummer bonfires carry torchea about, tarred at the
end, which is usdoubtedly & Druidical custom. & The
St. Jobn Fires,”” says Gebelin, those sacred fires,
were kindled al midnight, on the very moment of the
molstice, by the greatest part a= well of anchnt az of mo-

the birth of Christ that the shepherds and their focks
were out on that night, which would not be likely in such
& country as Judea, at the winter solstice, which Dr,
Ehaw in hie travels shows (o be severe.

The shepherd’s on the lawn,
Or ¢'er the point of dawn,
Sat simply chatting in & rustic row:
Full Iule thought they then
That the mighty Pan
‘Was kinaly come to live with them below.

It was evidently nol in winter.  Dut the reply is that it
matters not, and if the precise day caunot be asceriained,
that Is no reason why the church should not appoint some
day to commemorate 8o great an event. This diffieulty—
tho same (hat ocourred aboul Easter—was scttled in the
smmo way by the Church aboul the year 600, and
Christmas was flxed for the time of the saturnalia.

On the ground of it8 Pagan origin and Pagan time of
obeervance, and on account of the free and casy manner
o which it was celebrated about the time of the Reforma-
tion, the hostility to it evinoed by the Puritans of England
and Covenanters of Scotland was extrome. To these aus-
tore fanatics, indeed, all holidays, except the Sabbath,
were objects of hatred and disgust. But Christmas and
New Year's Day worc specially denounced. Pryme saya:—

If wo compare our bacchapalian Christmas and New
Year's tides with these saturnalia and feasia of Janus, we
sball find auch near affinity between them both in regard
ofnnaélheybeln both in the end of December and on
the 1st of January), and in their manner of solomoizing,
(hoth of them being spent (n revelling, eplcuriem, wan-
tonness, idloness, dancing, drinking, stage plays, masks,
and carnal pomp and Jmlﬂ‘iy), that we must needs conclude
the one to be but the very ape or issue of the olher,
Hepee Polydor Virgll aflirms in express terms, thal our
Clristmas Lords of Misrule (which custom, saith he, is
chiefly observed in Englana), mgulgarnhwllh dancing,
masues, mummeries, s:ago p! and such other Chris-
a8 dWsorders, now in un:s:ﬂh t..'lz'rintmn, wera derived
from these Roman saturnalia and bacchanalian festivals,
which imtlum he), should cause all pious Christians
eternally 1o abominate them.

From Macauley wo loarn that such was the opposition
(o any observance of Christmas Day in Scotland in the ge-
cond year of the reign of William III., (1689,) that the
Covennnters published manifestoes ngainst it, as among
the sips which would one day bring down divine ven-
geance upon the people. But they were not satistied with
this—on Christmas Day they heid armed musters and
marcked (o the house of the minister, sacking his cellar
and larder, and ti ducking himself in a poud.
His furniture was wrecked, and Lis wife and children
tarned out in the snow. Finally be was sent away, and
charged at his peril mever to return. Tho church was
locked up, and the worthy reformers carried off the
the keys. About two hundred ministors were thus ox-
pelled. These Puritans Jong continued to harl their ana-
thema# agninet the pational sin of the Courk of Bessions
taking a vacstion on the las. wock of Decomber. One
Willlam: Wilson, s fapatic then highly thought of, thus
doclares when dying —

1 leave my testimony sgainst the abomioahble act of the
pretended 1 Anne and der pretended British—really
brullish—Partiament, for enacting that which s called the
Yule Vacaucy."

Thess Calvinists were more Calvinigtie than Calvin him-
welf, far It was i comsequence of his exartions that tha
ohrervance of e lestival was rovived at Geneva after
an lnterval of some years. Theso men wore tha more jo-
covsistent. ol they followed the analogles and precadents
of the Jewa [n many things; thelr descondants, the M-
grims (n this conetry, even instituting the Feast of Thanke
£'ring o lmitation of \he Feast of Tabornacice, Furter,

dern pations.”” Over those fires the Christiane leaped in
gport, which was regarded as an imitation of the idols-
irous cuslom denounced in the Bible of g through

in great splendor and hospitality. He began Christmas at
Hallowtide and contioued it till Candlemas (thres montha),
during which time any man was permitted io alay three
days, without being saked who he was or (rom whence he
came.'”” Nor was this a singular case. The Duke of Nor-
folk, wo are informed, expended £20,000 ($100,000) in
keeping Christmas,  This munificence gave great offance
at Court, and Charles II. gave up keeping the fastival
on thal apcount. KFrom that period the old custom de-
clined. That was the seagon of boundless charily. How
dificrent from the present time In England, when few
give anything—few, Indeed, in courcquence of increasing
luxury, having anything to spare, cxcopt the Leviathan
fundholders, whose doctrine is that charily makes people
lazy, though there are thousands hungry and perishing
because they cannot got work! In olden Ume the lord
of the manor caused his doors to be thrown open, that
the enjoyments of the season might be as general aa the
blessings it commemoratsd. A whole hecatomb of fat-
tened hogs and beeves and sheep and pouliry were
laughtered and cul ioio elices, and distributed among
the neighborhood; and a string of hog's puddings and &
psck of cards were sent to every poor family in the
parish. Then also a double quantity of malt was allowed
to the sle, which was set running into the leathern jacks
and born cups in the hall, for every one who called for it,
while the table, “heart of oak,” groaned with large
rounds of beef, plum pudding and mince piee. At night
the sporis of the happy, b still unpland, » yeo-
manry made the roofs and rafters ring with merr]
The landlord looked in and enjoyed the practical jokes
long treasurad up for the occasion. Then there was little
or Do taxation, and no everlasting din about ‘“‘money

the fire” of Beel. But the Christrians, of course, at
tached mo such meaning to the act, and it was therefore
harmless in their case, There was a pecullar ftness In
celebrating Bt. John's day with fires, for he i described
as the witnees to the light (that is Chirist), and was him-
polf “a burning and a shining light,” belng the morning
star or harbinger of the approaching sun.

It is worthy of remark that both the daye of SL
John are sacred 1o Free Masonry, which shows the con-

clion of these with mysterics. In the
old Runic Fastl & wheel was used to denote the festival of
Christmag, and the learned derive the word Yule from a
root, signifying & wheel or revolution. L was so called,
eaye Bode, becanse of the return of the sun's annual course
after the winter solstice, Thi: wheel is commoa to both
festivities. Durand, speaking of the rites of the feast
of St. Johm, the Baptist, informs wus that
in pome places they roll a wheel from the top of a moun-
tain, to siguify that the sun is beginning to descend from
the highest point in the sodiac. Having previously been
covercd with straw, it was set on fire, and at a distance it
had the appearance as il the sun were deecending from the

sky.
Ehrbtmnwumllnﬁthe!‘mof Lights in the Latin or

Weslern chiurch, because they used many lights at the
feast, the large Christmas candle having sucoceded to the
ieg, which itat first accompanied. In an old chronicle we
jearn that in Yorkshire, on Christmas Eve, the chandiers
sent as pi ts to their large mould candles,
and the cooper’s yule-loge, Just ms the bakers used to
send presents of the “ yule-dough,” which was a plum
cako formed into the shape of s baby, in allusion to the
jolant Christ. 1t was also called “ Baby cake.” Among
the gustoms on Christmas Eve waa the ealing of & dish
conslating of wheat boiled in milk, and spiced. It was
called furmenty or frumenty. This was eaten at the feasts of
the Roman saturnalia. The sheriffs of York, we are mform-
ed by Leland, used to igsuo & proclamation at Yule that “all
manner of wantons and thieves, dice.players, carders and
all other unthrifty folk, be welcome to the town, whether
they come late or early, at the reverence of the high feast
of Yule, tll the twelve days be passcd.’ This is evident-
Iy in imitabion of the saturnalia. At this soason wns car-
ried on the licentious sport of * mamming,” which con-
gisted in changing clothes between men and women, und
going from one houke to another partaking of Christmas
cheer, and making merry with thom in disgulee, This
was alsd a practice at the saturnalin. The mummers
wore magks and the smaller boys biackened their faces,
shouting or sioging the rhyme—

ristmas I new yoar,
‘{-mm.}"gac;- full M‘I:‘s]m'qrﬂﬁ your cellara full of beer.

The Christmas Carole were numerous. The earliest was
the gloria i excelsis, the woll known hymn sung by the
angels to the shepberds at the nativity. Humorous jovial
carols were afterwards introduced.

Presents were called yule gifts when made at Chrlst-
was, afterwards called Christmas boxes, from the fact
that they were coatalned Jo a box of earthenware, from
which the moncy ¢ould not be taken il the boxes were
proken. They wern originally gifts to sarvants and me-
¢hanics for their good serviees duriog the year; aléo o
apprentices and children Lo encourage them,

The Germans erccta Christmas tree in the house on
Clilstoe Eve—cn thy branches they suspend prescnts

kets.”” Such was then ‘“‘Merry England.” What is
the now! The fale is shortly told by numberless poor-
bouses, and bericrs boards erected in conspicnoug
places in the demeenes of the nobles snd their parvenu
Imitators—¢‘Eteel traps and spring guns set on theso pre-
mises.” Btill Christmas is kept in England with great
seal. It s pre-cminently the season of charity. Clothes
and food mre sent by the wealthy to the poor, in their
dwellings, and contributions are sent (o psuper imstita-
tious to enable the inmates to enjoy at loast one good dinner
In the year. Atmidnight now, %00, issae forth the “‘waits,”
who were formerly minstrels or musical watohmen who
attended on great men and sung the watches of the night,
but now strolling musicians, who, accompanied by o
crowd, go around on Christmas eve, and give notics of
the approach of the festival. They rouse from slumber
such as bad retired fo rest, and keep them from golng %o
sleep again. Before the dawn the chimes begin,and the
marning resounds with somgs from the bells and the
carolers.

The chimes, the chimes of motharland,
of land green

the fact that the boat could mot be moved. A general
rush was then made for the boat in (he lower slip, which

was filled to ita utmost . The on the New
Eﬁk&en:“ Men snd women, ! h—,m‘ o
all sorts aof the sireet and e

walks 50 that it was dificult to get
of the tide the boat was got off and all wens on smoothly.
Max Frozes 70 Deati.—A colored man, named
ling H. Johuneon, was found dead 1n  abed on the premi-
gt of Win. Ekelly, in Warren street, near Fraoklin ave-
o Bbe b by iy et g S
!l from the cold, and was (rogen to death.
Tav Triktvon Recitest.—Ab o drill of this regiment
on Friday night, orders from headquarters wers read, di-
4 f a light Infantry -
ot and 1 Arill Rareuhiar ecopding 1o Hardou's tuouts.

CovxTEnrTs —Counterfeit bills on the Wooster Bank,

of Deubiry, Cotn, were put in circalation on Friday
Bight, They are of We denomination of v dollars,




